
Members of the Pennsylvania Science Teachers Association are committed to science education for their students, and understand the importance of maintaining a dialog with other science educators.  Membership in PSTA affords you the opportunity to discuss ideas and issues with other members across the state.  Active participation in professional organizations, such as PSTA, can make a very positive difference for both you and your students in the classroom.


PSTA provides its members with a variety of ways to become involved.  A majority of our members keep current with PSTA activities by reading the Exchange and attending the annual conference.  Other members take a more active role by presenting an idea, an activity, or current research in a session at the annual conference.  This step can be a big one if you have never presented at a conference before, but those who have done it, more often than not are hooked and begin presenting regularly.  It is a lot of fun and a great way to meet your colleagues from around the state.  Many people ease into this role by presenting as part of a team for the first time.  If you are interested in presenting, you might consider completing a proposal form for this year’s conference.


The most important role you could take in PSTA is to become a part of its leadership.  The leadership of PSTA consists of a Board of Directors. Each board member is elected by the membership typically for a three-year term.  Officers of the organization are either elected or appointed  and  report  directly  to  the  Board  of 

Directors.  Together this group makes decisions on the agenda for PSTA.  These people are responsible for all of the organization’s activities and meetings.  These folks are also regular classroom teachers in the state who, maybe like you, have decided that they want to become more involved in PSTA.


Making a commitment to run for office in PSTA is an important decision and, as such, should be an informed one.  By running for office, you are making a commitment of time and energy to PSTA.  Your responsibility to the organization in terms of time will vary by office, but generally consists of attending four board meetings annually which are held within the state.  These meetings are held on a Saturday morning or afternoon.  The organization will pay for your travel and lodging expenses to attend these meetings.  During these meetings, issues and concerns are discussed and decisions are made which shape the future direction of PSTA as an organization.  While the idea of sitting in a four-hour meeting may sound onerous, the leadership of PSTA is made up of some really great people who are K-college science educators, just like you.


If this sounds interesting to you, I urge you to fill out and submit a nomination form today.  Or, if you would like to find out more about any of the PSTA activities or positions mentioned above, call me at 814 833 7192 or email me at ruth.ruud@yahoo.com You may also contact any of the other individuals listed inside the front cover of this issue of the Exchange.  

2010 PSTA Nomination Form

Please nominate yourself or someone else for the following PSTA Board Positions.  Only members in good standing may be nominated.  You must reside in the listed district.

SECTION I
Vice President:  The Vice President shall: provide copies of all correspondence to the Executive Secretary; serve as a non-voting member of all appointed committees; and use the year to prepare for necessary roles in subsequent years. 

Name:_____________________________________________________________


Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________


City:_______________________________
 State:___________  Zip:____________


Phone:  (_____) ______________________ Fax:  (______)___________________


E-Mail Address:______________________________________________________



Regional District Representatives:  The Regional Representatives shall reside in or serve as science educators in the regions they represent.  They shall send written reports of all activities on behalf of PSTA to the President two weeks prior to each board meeting; keep PSTA members in their regions informed of PSTA events (conferences, workshops, meetings, etc.); solicit membership for PSTA; and, fulfill such other duties as may be assigned by the President and/or the Board of Directors.
Region IV – Eastern: composed of Berks, Lehigh, Northhampton, Carbon, and Schuykill counties (elected in 1998 and every three years thereafter) Term:  2011 - 2013
Name:_____________________________________________________________


Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________


City:_______________________________
 State:___________  Zip:____________


Phone:  (_____) ______________________ Fax:  (______)___________________


E-Mail Address:______________________________________________________


Region V - Mideastern: composed of Montgomery and Bucks counties (elected in 1998 and every three years thereafter)Term: 2011-2013 
Name:_____________________________________________________________


Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________


City:_______________________________
 State:___________  Zip:____________


Phone:  (_____) ______________________ Fax:  (______)___________________


E-Mail Address:______________________________________________________



RegionVII -Midwestern: composed of Butler,Beaver, Lawrence,Mercer, and Clarion counties (elected in 1996 and every three years thereafter) Term: 2011-2013

Name:_____________________________________________________________


Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________


City:_______________________________
 State:___________  Zip:____________


Phone:  (_____) ______________________ Fax:  (______)___________________


E-Mail Address:______________________________________________________


Region IX -Southern: composed of  Lancaster, York, Adams, Franklin, Fulton, Cumberland, Juniata, Perry, Dauphin, and Lebanon counties (elected in 1998 and every three years thereafter) Term:  2011-2013
Name:_____________________________________________________________


Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________


City:_______________________________
 State:___________  Zip:____________


Phone:  (_____) ______________________ Fax:  (______)___________________


E-Mail Address:______________________________________________________


College Representatives:  They must be members of, or retired from faculties of colleges or universities, and must teach or have taught in the District they represent.  They shall send written reports of all activities on behalf of PSTA to the President two weeks prior to each board meeting; work through colleges and universities to inform students and faculty members of the activities of PSTA; solicit membership for PSTA; and, fulfill such other duties as may be assigned by the President and/or the Board of Directors.

Eastern District:  composed of Eastern, Southeast, Mideast, and Northeastern Regions. (elected in 1999 and every three years thereafter)

Term: 2011-2013
Name:_____________________________________________________________


Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________


City:_______________________________
 State:___________  Zip:____________


Phone:  (_____) ______________________ Fax:  (______)___________________


E-Mail Address:______________________________________________________


SECTION II—Biographical Information:

With this nomination form, include your biographical information in a narrative form.  It should be up to a 200 word CAMERA READY typed statement.  Include the following information:

· College Education (Degrees received/College or University);
· Current Employment (Level/Subject taught/ Years Teaching);
· Professional Experience; and,
· Membership in educational/professional organizations (List memberships; offices held; committee memberships, awards, etc.).
SECTION III—Position Statement:

With this nomination form, submit a 200 word CAMERA READY typed statement that expresses your views of the statement:  “PSTA should be.......”
SECTION IV—Nomination Signatures:

Signature of Nominee______________________________
 Date:______________


Signature of Nominator: ____________________________
 Date:______________


All forms must be submitted in hard copy format and by email in a Word document and returned in an envelope postmarked no later than July 31, 2010 to:
Mrs. Ruth Ruud

5432 West 50th Street

      Fairview PA 16415






Ruth.ruud@yahoo.com
If you are interested in running for a PSTA office, 


complete the nomination form on the following pages.


Please note:  All nomination forms must be 


postmarked by JULY 31, 2010. 





What Should I Consider 


Before Becoming More Active in PSTA?














